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ABOUT THIS COURSE

 In this course, you will learn about 
the different types of law and 
how to effectively use the Ohio 
Revised Code. Most of Ohio’s 
current laws are located in the 
Revised Code. 

 If your employer is tracking your 
course completion, be sure to 
click on the course completion 
link at the end of the course.

 Additional reference: 
 The Ohio Revised Code

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code
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SOURCES OF FEDERAL LAW

 The U.S. Constitution
 Statutes enacted by Congress 
 Agency rules and regulations

 Federal administrative rules are found in 
the Code of Federal Regulations.

 Common law
 Made by federal courts as they decide 

cases.
 Cases are available in print and online 

through paid services such as Westlaw and 
LexisNexis. Many cases are available free 
through websites such as Google Scholar.

https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/
https://uscode.house.gov/
https://www.ecfr.gov/
https://scholar.google.com/
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SOURCES OF OHIO LAW

 The Ohio Constitution
 Statutes enacted by the General Assembly

 This course focuses on the Ohio Revised Code and uncodified law.

 State agency rules
 Administrative rules are found in the Ohio Administrative Code.

 Common law
 Made by state courts as they decide cases.
 Cases are available in print and online through paid services such as 

Westlaw and LexisNexis. Many cases are available free through 
websites such as Google Scholar.

 Local charters, ordinances, resolutions, and rules
 The Ohio Constitution gives cities, villages, and chartered counties the 

power to govern themselves and adopt certain local laws.

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-constitution/
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code
https://scholar.google.com/
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CONFLICTS BETWEEN
FEDERAL AND STATE LAW

 Through the U.S. Constitution, the states delegate to the federal 
government the power to regulate certain matters. On those 
matters, federal law supersedes state laws. For example, the 
federal government has exclusive authority over interstate 
commerce.

 All other powers are reserved to the states. In those areas, 
states may decide to accept, reject, or ignore federal law that is 
outside the scope of federal constitutional authority.

 However, Congress may persuade states to accept federal law, 
such as by granting or withholding federal funding.
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OHIO LAW BEFORE THE REVISED CODE

 The purpose of codification is to organize 
the laws using a rational system so that 
readers can easily find the law on a given 
topic, and so that new laws can be added 
in the logical places.

 Before 1880, Ohio’s official laws existed 
only as acts of the General Assembly, 
published in the Laws of Ohio. Commercial 
publishers created their own codified 
versions of the law to assist readers.

 In 1880, the General Assembly organized 
Ohio law into the first official code, the 
Revised Statutes.

 In 1910, the laws were recodified
(reorganized) as the General Code.
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CREATING THE OHIO REVISED CODE

 In 1953, the laws were recodified
again to create the Revised Code 
we use today. LSC was also created 
in 1953!

 The bill that created the Revised 
Code was H.B. 1 of the 100th G.A. 

 At the time, it was the largest 
piece of legislation ever enacted by 
the General Assembly. The bill was 
6,780 pages long and included 
23,000 Revised Code sections. The 
General Assembly has since passed 
larger bills.
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CODIFIED AND UNCODIFIED OHIO LAW

 When working with Ohio statutes, it is important to 
distinguish between codified and uncodified laws.

 Laws of a general and permanent nature are “codified,” 
meaning that they are placed in the Ohio Revised Code and 
receive a Revised Code section number.

 Laws of a special or temporary nature are not codified.
 These laws usually appear at the end of a bill.
 A law typically will not be placed in the Revised Code if it does not 

apply everywhere in Ohio or if it is effective for less than three years.
 Uncodified laws are still laws, but the text of the law appears only in 

the act that created them, not in the Revised Code.
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WHERE TO FIND THE ORC

 LSC is the official publisher of the Ohio Revised Code. It is 
available online at codes.ohio.gov.

 Commercial publishers also make the Revised Code available 
online through paid services such as LexisNexis and Westlaw.

 If you prefer hardcopy, several sets of the commercially 
published versions of the Revised Code (Page’s and Baldwin’s) 
are available. They can be found in:
 The House and Senate chambers
 The House and Senate Clerks’ offices
 The Senate members’ lounge
 Senate meeting rooms
 The LSC Library

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code
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STRUCTURE OF THE ORC 

 The ORC has a three-
level structure:
 Titles;

 Chapters;
 Sections.

 Each title covers a 
general topic and is 
made up of chapters that 
cover specific subtopics.

 Each chapter is made up 
of sections that contain 
the actual text of the 
law.
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ORC TITLES

 Each title in the Revised 
Code covers a general 
subject.

 Titles are officially 
numbered using Roman 
numerals, and references 
to a particular title often 
use those Roman numerals.

 For example, Title XXXI 
(Title 31) deals with 
domestic relations.
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ORC CHAPTERS

 The name of a chapter 
includes both the title 
and chapter number.

 For example, Chapter 
3107 is the seventh 
chapter in Title XXXI 
(Title 31).

 Within the domestic 
relations title, Chapter 
3107 addresses the 
broad topic of adoption.



Legislative Budget Officewww.lsc.ohio.gov | @lscohioOffice of Research and Drafting Legislative Budget Officewww.lsc.ohio.govOffice of Research and Drafting

ORC SECTIONS

 The name of an ORC section 
includes the title, chapter, 
and section number.

 For example, R.C. 3107.01 is 
the first section in Chapter 
3107, which is the seventh 
chapter of Title 31 (Title 
XXXI).

 Within the chapter on 
adoption, R.C. 3107.01 
provides definitions related 
to adoption.
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ORC SECTION NUMBERING SYSTEM

A Revised Code section number tells you the title, 
chapter, and section where the statute is located.

R.C. 3107.01
Title Chapter Section
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SUPPLEMENTAL SECTIONS

 Some Revised Code sections are “supplemental” sections, meaning that they 
are placed between other sections in a chapter to maintain a logical order.

 The first section that goes between 3107.01 and 3107.02 is numbered as 
section 3107.011. The next supplemental section is 3107.012.

 If a section number has more than two digits to the right of the decimal 
point, find the section based on what comes after those two digits.

R.C. 3107.011
Title Chapter Section
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TIPS FOR USING THE ORC –
#1 GENERAL PROVISIONS

 Although it is a title, the General 
Provisions title is not numbered. Its 
chapters are numbered 1 through 9.

 This title includes, for example:
 Definitions of generally used terms such 

as “person” and “week”;
 Rules of construction for interpreting 

statutes; and
 State insignia, seals, and holidays.

 The state flag is described in R.C. 5.01.
 If a section number has only one digit 

before the decimal point, it is located in 
the General Provisions.
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TIPS FOR USING THE ORC –
#2 STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT TITLES

 In general, the titles of the Revised Code are 
ordered alphabetically by topic, from Agriculture to 
Workforce Development.

 But, the first four numbered titles are reserved for 
state and local government topics:
 Title I State Government
 Title III Counties
 Title V Townships
 Title VII Municipal Corporations
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TIPS FOR USING THE ORC –
#3 DEFINITIONS

 Definitions of terms used in a chapter are often found in the 
.01 section of the chapter.

 Sometimes, relevant definitions are located elsewhere:
 In the section that uses the terms;
 In the first section of the entire title; or
 In Chapter 1 of the General Provisions.
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TIPS FOR USING THE ORC –
#4 CRIMINAL PENALTIES

 Criminal penalties for violating a provision of a chapter are 
usually found in the .99 section of the chapter.
 One exception is Title XXIX (Title 29), the Criminal Law, where the penalty for 

an offense is located in the section that describes the offense.

 Civil penalties may be located elsewhere.
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TIPS FOR USING THE ORC –
#5 LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

 The published version of a Revised Code section usually lists the legislative 
history at the end of section – that is, the acts that have made changes to 
the section.

 R.C. sections found on codes.ohio.gov show only a partial legislative 
history. For the full history, see a commercial publisher’s version of the 
section or ask the LSC Library for help.

https://codes.ohio.gov/
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TIPS FOR USING THE ORC –
#6 ANNOTATIONS

 Commercial publishers’ versions of the Revised Code typically include 
additional notes at the end of each section.

 They include references to:
 Related ORC and OAC (Ohio Administrative Code) sections;
 Research aids and law review articles;
 Other states’ laws; and
 Court cases and Attorney General opinions.

 For example, when a court rules a law unconstitutional, the law is not 
automatically removed from the Revised Code. The annotations for that 
section of law can tell you whether there is a relevant court case.

 These annotations are available online through paid services like Westlaw 
and LexisNexis and in bound volumes of the Revised Code. See the LSC 
Library for help accessing those resources.
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TIPS FOR USING THE ORC
#7 INDEXES

 Commercial publishers’ versions of the Revised Code include 
indexes to help you find statutes by subject.

 An index will include the term used in the ORC for a concept, as 
well as common synonyms that might not show up in a 
keyword search or in the table of contents.
 For example, the term “joyriding” does not appear in the ORC, but an 

index will tell you that the ORC calls it “unauthorized use of a vehicle.”

 In the bound volumes, an index is printed at the end of each 
title, and a general index is available as a separate paperback 
book found along with the volumes.
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TIPS FOR USING THE ORC –
#8 UPDATES

 Some sections of the Revised Code are amended frequently. It 
takes time for any published version to be updated after a change 
is enacted. Online versions are updated much more quickly than 
printed book versions. 

 If you are using a bound volume of the Revised Code, check the 
back of the title for a paper booklet that slips into a pocket 
attached to the inside of the back cover. This “pocket part” is 
printed annually to reflect all of the changes that have occurred 
since the bound volume was printed.

 LSC can assist you in finding the most recent version of any 
statute.
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Time for a pop quiz!
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QUESTION 1

True or False?

The only place to find the Ohio Revised Code is 
online.
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QUESTION 1 – ANSWER

False

The Ohio Revised Code is available in printed, bound 
volumes and also electronically.
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QUESTION 2

True or False?

Both federal and state laws can be found in the 
Ohio Revised Code.
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QUESTION 2 – ANSWER

False

The Ohio Revised Code contains all acts passed by 
the Ohio General Assembly that amend or enact 
codified law and are signed by the Governor or 
become law without the Governor's signature.

It does not contain federal laws.
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QUESTION 3

True or False?

The General Provisions are located in Titles I, III, V, 
and VII.
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QUESTION 3 – ANSWER

False

The General Provisions are not numbered with a 
title number.

Titles I, III, V, and VII are State Government, 
Counties, Townships, and Municipal Corporations.
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QUESTION 4

True or False?

Definitions are usually found in the .01 section of a 
chapter.
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QUESTION 4 – ANSWER

True

Definitions are usually found in the .01 section of a 
chapter. However, this is not an absolute 
requirement. Definitions may appear in sections 
other than the .01 section of a chapter.
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QUESTION 5

The most general classifications in the ORC are 
_____.
1. sections
2. titles
3. chapters
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QUESTION 5 – ANSWER

#2 is the correct answer.

Titles

Titles address broad subject areas within Ohio law 
and are the most general classifications in the ORC. 
Chapters within a title contain more specific areas 
of law, and sections are specific provisions of the 
law.
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QUESTION 6

Once it is assigned an ORC number, a statute is 
_____.
1. stratified
2. amended
3. effective
4. codified
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QUESTION 6 – ANSWER

#4 is the correct answer.

Codified

Sections of law that are of a general and permanent 
nature are codified, which means that they are 
assigned an ORC number during the bill drafting 
process.
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THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING THIS COURSE.

 Click this course completion link to report your 
completion of the course  

 Email Training@lsc.ohio.gov if you have any 
questions or comments about this course

https://training.lsc.ohio.gov/complete/how-to-use-the-revised-code
mailto:Training@lsc.ohio.gov
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