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ABOUT THIS COURSE

 In this course, you will learn how to find and use 
legislative documents and publications that can 
help you to follow legislation and understand it 
more thoroughly. 

 If your employer is tracking your course 
completion, be sure to click on the course 
completion link at the end of the course.
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BILL SUPPORT DOCUMENTS

As bills move through the legislative process, LSC prepares and updates 
bill analyses, fiscal notes, comparative synopses, and synopses of 
committee amendments.
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FINDING SUPPORT DOCUMENTS

To find the LSC support documents for a particular bill, pull up the bill’s 
page on the General Assembly’s website and click the Documents tab.
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BILL ANALYSIS
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BILL ANALYSIS

 A bill analysis describes what a bill proposes to do – how it 
would change the law, or what new law it proposes to enact. 

 An analysis does not discuss whether the bill contains good or 
bad policy or if it will be effective. That is outside the scope of 
LSC’s nonpartisan mission.

 When a bill is scheduled for its first committee hearing, LSC’s 
Office of Research and Drafting prepares an analysis. The 
analysis is updated as the bill continues through the legislative 
process.

 An analysis may be prepared earlier upon a legislator’s 
request.
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BILL ANALYSIS

 While there is no substitute for 
reading the bill itself, it is often 
easier to read and understand 
the LSC bill analysis. 

 An analysis includes a summary 
and topic headings, and is 
usually organized by topic 
rather than by Revised Code 
section number. 

 A longer analysis also includes 
a table of contents.
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KEY FEATURES OF A BILL ANALYSIS

LSC staffer to 
whom questions 
may be directed

Bill number 
and General 
Assembly 
number

Bill version

Primary sponsor(s)

Summary of the 
bill’s contents
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KEY FEATURES OF A BILL ANALYSIS

Table of Contents,
if the analysis is

longer than 10 pages

Detailed analysis of what 
the bill proposes to do

History of the bill’s progress 
through the legislative process 

and floor vote counts
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FINAL ANALYSIS

 When the General Assembly enacts a bill, LSC 
prepares a final version of the analysis.

 The final analysis discusses the content of the act 
as it was agreed on by the two houses.

 It also contains an updated history of the act’s 
complete progress through the legislature, 
including any concurrence votes.

 If the Governor vetoes the act or a part of the act, 
the final analysis will include information about 
the vetoed provisions.
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FISCAL NOTE/LOCAL IMPACT STATEMENT
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FISCAL NOTE/LOCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

 When considering a bill, legislators 
often ask:
 What costs are associated with the bill?
 Will there be a monetary impact at local 

levels of government?
 Will there be any cost savings?

 Legislative Budget Office staff research 
these questions, determine whether 
Local Impact Statement procedures 
apply, and produce the Fiscal Note to 
discuss the bill's fiscal implications.
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FISCAL NOTE

 The first fiscal note for a bill 
discusses the As Introduced 
version and is generally prepared 
for the bill’s second hearing in a 
standing committee of the 
General Assembly. 

 The fiscal note is updated 
throughout the bill’s progress.

 It may be prepared earlier than 
the bill’s second hearing, upon a 
legislator’s request.
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KEY FEATURES OF A FISCAL NOTE

Bill number 
and General 

Assembly 
number

Bill version

Primary sponsor(s)

LSC staffer to 
whom questions 
may be directed

Indication (yes or no) 
whether the bill is 

subject to the Local 
Impact Statement 

procedure
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KEY FEATURES OF A FISCAL NOTE

Brief description of 
the bill’s state and 

local fiscal highlights

Details about the 
bill’s fiscal impact
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LOCAL IMPACT STATEMENT PROCEDURE

The Local Impact Statement procedure is required if 
a bill's impact on any given county, municipality, 
township, or school district could result in net 
additional costs beyond a specified minimal amount 
that is based on population.
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LOCAL IMPACT STATEMENT PROCEDURE

 By law, if the local impact statement procedure 
applies to a bill, the committee must have a local 
impact statement before reporting the bill. If the 
bill is amended in committee, the committee 
must have a revised statement.

 This requirement may be overridden by a 2/3 
vote of the committee’s members (not a 2/3 vote 
of those present).
 See R.C. 103.143

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-103.143
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COMPARATIVE SYNOPSIS

AND

SYNOPSIS OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS
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COMPARATIVE SYNOPSIS

 House rules require LSC to prepare 
a substitute bill comparative 
synopsis when a House committee 
has accepted a substitute bill.

 The synopsis is a table that 
compares provisions of the 
substitute bill with the previous 
version of the bill. 

 The table discusses only the 
differences between the bills.

 LSC prepares a comparative 
synopsis for use in the Senate 
upon request.
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SYNOPSIS OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS

 When a bill is reported out of 
committee in the second house, both 
House Rules and Senate Rules 
require LSC to prepare a synopsis of 
committee amendments that 
summarizes any amendments 
adopted by the committee. 

 It does not describe any floor 
amendments. Those appear in the 
appropriate Journal.

 The members of the first house may 
review the synopsis when deciding 
whether to concur with changes 
made to the bill by the second house.
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BILL TRACKING RESOURCES
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CALENDAR

 The Calendar is the legislative agenda for a 
voting session of the House or Senate, prepared 
by the Clerk.

 The chamber’s Rules and Reference Committee 
decides which bills will be considered.

 Bills scheduled for a vote are listed under “Bills 
for Third Consideration” and appear above the 
thick black line.

 Concurrence votes also appear on the Calendar.

 Bills below the thick black line are not yet 
scheduled for a vote. They have been reported 
by committees and are waiting to be scheduled 
for a floor vote.
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JOURNAL

 The House and Senate Journals are the official records 
of each chamber’s legislative actions, prepared by the 
Clerk. 

 The Journal includes:
 Committee reports; 
 All votes on motions, amendments, and bills; 
 Messages from the other chamber and the Governor; 
 Special speeches or resolutions; and
 Text of floor and committee amendments.

 The Journal does not include:
 The text of any substitute bill. Check the committee’s website or 

ask the appropriate Clerk’s office for a copy of a substitute bill.
 Transcripts of floor speeches or debates. Video is available from 

The Ohio Channel.
 Detailed legislative histories of bills.

https://www.ohiochannel.org/
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BILL STATUS PAGE

 Information about the status of each bill, as recorded in 
the Journal, is available on the Status tab of the bill’s page 
on the General Assembly's website.

 The Status tab provides such information as:
 To what committee a bill was assigned;
 When a bill was reported out of committee; and
 The date on which a bill was voted on in the House or Senate.
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STATUS REPORT OF LEGISLATION

 The Status Report of Legislation database shows the status of all bills 
and resolutions introduced in a particular General Assembly. Use the 
search, sort, and filter functions to create custom reports.

 Databases for earlier General Assemblies are available in PDF and Excel 
formats. For information from before 1983, consult the LSC Library.
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DIGEST OF ENACTMENTS

 LSC publishes an annual Digest of 
Enactments that provides summaries 
of all enacted bills, including any 
vetoes.

 The Digest includes legislative 
histories and effective dates.

 It is indexed by topic and can be 
especially helpful for finding all acts 
on a particular topic in a given time 
period.

 You can find the Digest on LSC’s 
website under the Publications tab.

https://www.lsc.ohio.gov/publications/digest-of-enactments
https://www.lsc.ohio.gov/publications/digest-of-enactments
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HISTORICAL LEGISLATION

 Bills introduced in 
1997 and later, 
along with support 
documents, are 
available on the 
General 
Assembly’s 
website.

 To access 
documents from 
before 1997, 
consult the LSC 
Library.
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OTHER HELPFUL RESOURCES
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MEMBERS BRIEFS

 LSC Members Briefs provide 
background information on 
topics of interest to legislators 
and staff.

 You can find the full catalog of 
Members Briefs under the 
Publications tab on LSC’s 
website.

https://www.lsc.ohio.gov/publications/members-briefs
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BUDGET FOOTNOTES 

 Budget Footnotes is a 
monthly newsletter about 
the current status of Ohio’s 
General Revenue Fund.

 It also provides updates on 
the economy and a variety of 
budget and fiscal issues, and 
includes helpful infographics.

 You can find Budget 
Footnotes under the Budget 
Central tab on LSC’s website.

https://www.lsc.ohio.gov/budget/budget-footnotes
https://www.lsc.ohio.gov/budget/budget-footnotes
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Time for a pop quiz!
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QUESTION 1 

True or False?

LSC prepares an analysis for every bill that is drafted 
during a legislative session.
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QUESTION 1 - ANSWER

False.

LSC prepares an analysis for a bill when it is 
scheduled for a first hearing and then updates the 
analysis as the bill progresses through the legislative 
process. 
A member may request that an analysis be done 
earlier.
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QUESTION 2 

True or False?

Although an analysis does not determine if a bill is a 
good, bad, or effective idea, it does provide a 
detailed explanation of how a bill proposes to 
change current law.
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QUESTION 2 - ANSWER

True.

An analysis provides a detailed explanation of what 
a bill proposes to do and how it proposes to change 
current law. 
Because of LSC’s nonpartisan status, an analysis 
cannot discuss whether a bill is a good, bad, or 
effective idea.
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QUESTION 3

True or False?

Fiscal notes and local impact statements are 
prepared by the Office of Budget and Management 
(OBM).
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QUESTION 3 - ANSWER

False.

Fiscal notes and local impact statement are 
prepared by LSC’s Legislative Budget Office (LBO). 
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QUESTION 4

True or False?

A Local Impact Statement determination is included 
in the fiscal note for every bill.
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QUESTION 4 - ANSWER

True.

The Local Impact Statement procedure 
determination appears in the fiscal note for every 
bill.
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QUESTION 5

True or False?

A synopsis of committee amendments summarizes 
the changes to a bill made by the committee in the 
second house that considers the bill, which is useful 
to legislators in the first house who are trying to 
decide whether to concur in those amendments.
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QUESTION 5 - ANSWER

True.

A synopsis of committee amendments summarizes 
the changes to a bill made by the committee in the 
second house that considers the bill.
The members of the first house may review the 
synopsis when voting on whether to concur with 
changes made to the bill by the second house.
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QUESTION 6 

True or False?

The Status tab of a bill’s page on the General 
Assembly's website reflects legislative action 
recorded in the Journal.
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QUESTION 6 - ANSWER

True.

The Status tab is updated daily after the most 
recent legislative activity is posted in the House and 
Senate Journals.
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QUESTION 7

True or False?

Information about the status of a bill that was 
introduced in 1950 is available on the General 
Assembly's website.
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QUESTION 7 - ANSWER

False.

The online archive of Status Reports for previous 
General Assemblies goes back to 1983.

For information about bills introduced before 1983, 
consult the LSC Library.
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QUESTION 8

True or False?

If a bill is listed anywhere on the Calendar for a 
particular House or Senate sessions, that means the 
bill is scheduled for a vote that day.
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QUESTION 8 - ANSWER

False.

Only the bills above the thick black line on the 
Calendar are scheduled for a vote on the session 
day for that Calendar.
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QUESTION 9 

Which publication is the official record of legislation 
action by the House and Senate?
1. Calendar
2. Journal
3. Bill analysis



Legislative Budget Officewww.lsc.ohio.govOffice of Research and Drafting Legislative Budget Officewww.lsc.ohio.govOffice of Research and Drafting

QUESTION 9 - ANSWER

Journal.

The House and Senate Journals are the official 
record of legislative action by the House and 
Senate.
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THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING THIS COURSE.

 Click this course completion link to report your 
completion of the course  

 Email Training@lsc.ohio.gov if you have any 
questions or comments about this course

https://training.lsc.ohio.gov/complete/Key-Legislative-Documents
mailto:Training@lsc.ohio.gov
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